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INTRODUCTION 

In the city of Oshawa, there arose during the years between 1928 

and 1943, a new and significant force that directly affected the lives 

of thousands of people. This dynamic force was composed of the indi vict­

uals, movements and organizations of the progressive and labour elements 

that evolved out of a struggle to extend democracy in industry and the 

community. This thesis is a detailed study of that new force and the 

social, economic and political transformation which took place. 

The purposes and conclusions of this thesis are multiple. First, 

Oshawa was a new industria.;L city which had just emerged from the status 

of a small town and thus provided an excellent example of what happened 

to such a community and its social, economic and political power structures 

during a period of unrest. Although the thesis begins in a period of ec­

onomic "boom" and ends in a period of wartime prosperity, many of the key 

events occurred during the years of the Great Depression-the only decade 

in the twentieth century when the city's growth remained relatively small. 

It was mainly during periods of stress-not just the Great Depression but 

other times such as the epic strtke of 1937 and the various municipal and 

provincial elections-that a class structured and factionalized community 

was revealed. Indeed, it was the periods of stress that acted as catalysts 

in the rise of new labour, political and ideological groups crying for 

economic and political power. 

Secondly, Oshawa was a city caught up in many of the labour and 

left-wing political developments of the 19JO's and was not only greatly 

affected by them but also had its history moulded by its own character­

istics and was able to draw upon its human resources and play an important 

role in many of these developments in Canada. Oshawa was a city populated 

largely by British working class :i.Jnmigrants and recruits from Canadian 
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to swing the policies of the party.16 

This policy of having no connection with the communists was supported and 

encouraged by Millard, who, with a small group, tended to be dominant in 

the club through 11exe cuti ve leadership and action. 11 This had been exempli­

fied when Millard, who as Club Secretary, announced the annual election of 

officers. The point was tha.t it appeared to be a "machine directed" type 

of election; an appointed nominating committee consisting of Arthur Broad, 

Frank M. HcLellan, Ed Cheetham and M. Bank, along with Millard himself, 

was to draw up a "slate of candidates" to be submitted to the election 

meeting.17 This was the type of procedure that had caused disputes at

the club's foundation and r.ras bound eventually to encourage and lead to 

the development of an opposition within the club, a justifiable response 

to not holding open nomination meetings without the introduction of 

"slates. 11 

The new C.C.F. Club soon became involved in its first municipal 

election, After weeks of negotiations an alliance was formed among the 

Property Owners' Association, the Central Ratepayers' Association and the 

local C.C.F. Club. This triple alliance set out to elect members to the 

city council in opposition to th� Civic Improvement League.18 The C.C.F.'s

role in the campaign was minor by choice. According to a statement by 

the club's executive: 

[I'he club J reiterates its stand taken at the joint meeting of dele­
gat�s from the Property Ovmers' Association, the Ratepayers' Assoc­
iation, the Unemployed Council, and the C.C.F. Club, that the Co­
operative Cormnonvrealth Federation is not primarily interested in 

16. Ibid., Nov. 17, 1933.

17, Ibid., Sept. 18, 1933; After the elections F. McLellan beca..�e Pres­
ident and Hillard remained Secretary, May 17, 1934. 

18. Ibid., Dec. 18, 1933.
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